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Why is this Relevant? 
Coastal Resilience 
The ability of human and 
natural systems to respond 
and adapt to change. 
This change may take place 
over an extended period of 
time (e.g. coastal land loss) 
or may be a result of a 
single, specific event (e.g. 
hurricane or oil spill) 
Coastal Challenge 
Address the risks associates 
with continued land loss, 
increased storm 
frequency/intensity, oil spills 
and sea level rise 
Redesign and redevelop more 
resilient communities 
Maintain unique 
characteristics of community 
Coastal Vulnerability  
Coastal Land Loss 
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Coastal Vulnerability  
Major & Minor Oil Spills 
 25-30% of US oil/natural gas 
production occurs in LA CZ 
More oil spilled in LA coast 
than rest of country combined 
 Oiled marshes erode at about 
twice the rate of non-oiled 
marshes, receding nearly 10 
feet per year – Silliman 2012 
 Post-BP shrimp/oyster/crab 
populations have crashed.  
Coastal Vulnerability  
Sea Level Rise 
Resilience & Adaptation Planning Continues  
State Agency Efforts 
 Coastal Protection & Restoration Authority: Coastal 
Master Plan 
 LA DOTD 
 LA Dept of Natural Resources 
Community Level Efforts 
 LSU Sea Grant & Ag Center 
 HUD Community Block Grants for Recovery/Resiliency 
Coastal Planning in LA Post-Katrina & Rita  
 Louisiana’s first 
statewide 
Comprehensive Master 
Plan for a Sustainable 
Coast (2007) 
acknowledged the need 
for communities to be 
able to recover from and 
adapt to change.  
Coastal Planning in LA Post-Katrina & Rita  
Premise behind 2007 and subsequent 2012 coastal 
plans the multiple lines of defense – both natural 
and structural – that are required to protect the 
Louisiana coast and its inhabitants. 
Coastal Planning in LA Post-Katrina & Rita  
 State received $14 million in CDBG funds 
for planning  
 Statewide planning effort to provide 
communities a voice and resources to 
build smarter – Louisiana Speaks 
 Individual communities were awarded 
money for local planning 
 LRA produced the Land Use Tool Kit, 
Pattern Book, Hazard Mitigation 
Guidebook as a guide for stakeholders 
Coastal Resilience Planning 
 $10 million for planning post-Gustav/Ike 
 Through HUD CDBG grants 
 Part of $14 billion federal disaster funding 
(Katrina/Rita/Gustav/Ike) 
 2-part program 
 Louisiana Resiliency Assistance Program 
(Resources, Outreach, Research) 
 Community Resiliency Pilot Program that funded 30 
competitively chosen planning projects  
 
 
Louisiana Resiliency Assistance Program 
Statewide effort to collect data and resources (LSU) 
Stakeholder assistance/education to build capacity 
Research focused on local strategies and creating a 
broad vision for a more resilient coast 
Community Resiliency Pilot Program  
 30 projects include: land use, water management, 
zoning/subdivision regulations  
 Locally determined priorities & actions  
GNO Water  
Management Strategy  
Coastal Resilience Planning 
SUCCESSES CHALLENGES 
Funded 30 planning projects 
across the state 
Lack of coordination with other 
agencies & projects 
Local autonomy to identify & 
address the community’s needs 
Lack of framework/definition: 
What is resilience? Adaptation? 
Allowed for local innovation to 
address challenging issues Equity 
Funds dedicated to building 
resources, capacity, research 
Funded project planning without 
funding implementation  
Coastal Resilience Planning 
What can be learned from the LA model?  
Decreased funding means large-scale planning may 
only occur after a major event. In this case: 
Provide a framework, definition and guidance  
Require coordination with larger adaptation effort 
Allow for some local autonomy 
Encourage building local capacity  
Ensure equitable distribution of funding 
Designate a portion of funds for research. 
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